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THE CRUX OF THE MATTER

FORGIVENESS . ..
A DEADLY AFFAIR

SEPTEMBER 12, 2010

“If another member of the church sins
against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the
member listens to you, you have re-
gained that one. But if you are not lis-
tened to, take one or two others along
with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. If the member refuses
to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if the offender refuses to listen
even to the church, let such a one be
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. Again, truly | tell you,
if two of you agree on earth about any-
thing you ask, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered in my name, | am
there among them.”

Matthew 18:15-20

“Oh, Jesus, thank you! Now I've got per-
mission to point out the faults of my
neighbor.” Isn’t that what our hearing of
this word calls forth: the opportunity to
set things right? To summon up all those
injustices that have been heaped upon us
through the years by those pesky
neighbors that we have to associate
with—a spouse, a boss, a co-worker, a so-

called friend, the property owner next
door, the list goes on and on. Really?

In reality most of us “store up” our
neighbor’s faults, hoarding them for a spe-
cial occasion when we can “spring” them
back on the neighbor. But Jesus says,
“Stop your hoarding! Go to the neighbor!
Name the fault! Get it outin the open!"

So, overcoming the pretense of niceness,
you go to your neighbor and lay the
fault—the sin—out in the open before
him. But... but, the neighbor doesn't rec-
ognize the wrong-doing. Adamantly deny-
ing any fault, saying, "I'm just not that kind
of person!"

Well, Jesus has told you the steps to take:
get a friend to go as witness; then get the
action before the entire congregation--
make it a legislative matter. Oh how we
like that last one: bring those recalcitrant
sinners up on charges, write the resolu-
tion, have the people choose up sides, call
for the question, get the conviction, evict
those contemporary incarnations of Gen-
tiles and tax collectors! Oh, the satisfac-
tion! There are rules to follow and we'll
make sure the neighbor follows them or
out they go!

The mission of the Augsburg Lutheran Churches is to bear witness to the good news that sinners are put right with God by
faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. We resist any corruption of this Gospel. Looking to the cross of Christ, we proclaim God’s
Word as Law and Gospel for the redemption of his people today. May God help us to the glory of His holy name. Amen.
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Did Jesus give you permission to do that to your
neighbor: go, set forth, get witnesses, legislate, expel?
Listen again: "if the offender refuses to listen even to the
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector.”" What did Jesus do with Gentiles? With tax
collectors? With sinners? He ate with them! Not expul-
sion, but the very presence of Christ. Not expulsion but
Christ and his benefits: the forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation. Not expulsion—which in reality is just more
living under the law—but the giving of a new identity,
the new person in Jesus Christ.

Just so we get it, Peter comes to Jesus and asks, "How
many times must | forgive? Seven times?" "No," Jesus
says, "Seventy times seven." (Matthew 18:21)

Do you hear that? What do you say to Jesus? "Me? I'm
supposed to forgive them? Not me, Jesus. I'm not that
kind of person. I'll die before | forgive them!" "Forgive!"
Jesus commands. "But Jesus, | can't. It'll be the death of
me." "l know, says Jesus, "It was the death of me, too. |
died for such forgiveness."

Forgiving sins and receiving forgiveness are much harder
than living under the law, especially when the commu-
nity agrees that we’re right. Forgiveness is a deadly af-
fair. Forgiveness and its reception will be the death of
the forgiver and the forgiven, the cross has proven that.
The one who forgives dies to any future which includes
an accusation against the one forgiven. The one for-
given dies to the past for which forgiveness has been
granted. Forgiveness is a serious matter—mortal and
deadly. Just ask Jesus.

When you enter into the forgiveness of sins, you leave
the orderliness of the rules, of the law, of the legislative
process and delve into the chaos and messiness of life
broken by sin where life itself is a mortal affair. But Je-
sus has already got a hold of you and hauled you down
beneath the waters of Baptism and put that unforgiving
sinner with the hard and legislative heart to death
(Romans 6) and given you a new life that's hidden away
with him in God. (Colossians 3:3-4)

Christ Centered < Gospel

Jesus said, “If anyone
would be my disciple, he
must take up his cross and
follow me” (Matthew
16:24). Follow him all the
way down in the chaotic
messiness of the forgive-
ness of sins. There,
drowned to death in bap-
tismal waters, Jesus disci-
ples you... disciplines you...
forgives you.

Yes, forgiveness is the
death of you. It was for
Jesus, too. But God raised
him from the dead! Now
you die the death of forgiveness and you are dead, but
your life is Christ and that life—freed from the legislative
process—has been hidden away, safe, in God. Thanks be
to God!

Timothy J. Swenson

Email: preachermantim@gmail.com

A life-long resident of the High Plains and third-
generation immigrant, ['ve been schooled as a theologian
of the cross by drought and blizzard, failure and success,
and the unrelenting accusation of the law. Thanks be to
God for the victory in Christ Jesus!

Driven H Bible Teaching
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE CHAIR

Since being elected Augsburg Executive Chair this
summer |'ve been reflecting upon how best to fulfill the
responsibilities with which you have charged me. Our
Constitution states that

“the Augsburg Pastor shall be the pastor of
this fellowship (i.e. its preacher, teacher and
caregiver of souls)” while “the Augsburg Ex-
ecutive Chair shall be the chief executive offi-
cer of the fellowship..., responsible for exe-
cuting its organizational opera-

tions” (7.02.01A2006.a-b).

It sounds very imposing doesn’t it? Perhaps it is too
imposing for a small fellowship like ours. Undoubtedly a
passage like Luke 12:32, “Fear not, little flock; for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom”
suits us better. Nevertheless, as the Father’s little flock
this side of the Second Coming, we do have a mission—
to declare and preach the forgiveness of sins in the
Name of Jesus Christ, and that from the radical perspec-
tive of being theologians of the cross (See the Augsburg
Pastor’s article).

Now, if we have a mission, we are involved in opera-
tions, and if so, then organizationally at least, a plan or
strategy is necessary. As | think about these things three
words keep coming to mind: “witness,” “
and “outreach.” | offer them as a way of wrapping our
heads around the task and mission before us.

engagement,”

Witness—Our operational identity as Augsburgers is
about witness first, last, and always. We believe that
sinners are put right with God by grace alone, i.e. by
faith alone through Christ alone. We believe that this
happens through the ministry of the Word of the Cross,
i.e., through the radical declaration of the absolution
that puts to death and raises to new life in Christ. Every-
thing else is to be subordinated to this. It is our joy and
our obsession. It is what we do best, our fastball (to use
a baseball metaphor). Most of our efforts are spent in
this area, and that is as it should be. Apart from this we
have no reason to exist. Our witness is empty.

Christ Centered b

Gospel

Engagement—If there is a temptation for us, it
seems to me, it is the temptation to become insular, to
end up speaking only to ourselves. Our witness is meant
to go out where it bears fruit, where the promise that
God’s word will not return empty is realized. Thus, our
operational trajectory whether among Lutherans, other
Christians, other religions or the world will be to estab-
lish relationship, to create dialog, to reach hearers. In
short, apart from the encounter with the other, our wit-
ness is barren.

Outreach—Finally, we know that neither witness nor
engagement can take place without those who are called
to that end. There is no such thing as a disembodied
word. Someone must preach it. Someone must engage
the other in witness. Thus, our operational sustainment
derives from our willingness to invite others to join us in
the fight. Apart from that invitation both witness and
engagement will die.

Only God gives the increase, of course. We plant
and water. God breathes life. Better yet, God kills and
raises us to new life by joining us to the death and resur-
rection of his Son. The transcendent power belongs to
Him. Our witness, engagement, and outreach are his
works. We are but his earthen vessels, sinners through
which in his foolishness he conveys his treasures to the
lost. Thanks be to God.

CH (LTC) John H. G. Rasmussen

Email: john.h.rasmussen@us.army.mil

Rasmussen teaches ethics at the Army Intelligence School, Fort
Huachuca, AZ. He has translated several books, including Leif
Grane’s The Augsburg Confession: A Commentary.

Driven H Bible Teaching
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A Manifesto for
The “Societas Crucis” — a Fellowship of the Cross

We seek an evangelical Lutheran fellowship of confessors (ordained and non-ordained)
committed to Luther’s radical affirmation: “the CROSS alone is our theology”
Thus we embrace the tradition of the “theology of the cross” (theologia crucis)
—That T hin T radition
which sounds as an antiphon beneath the high triumphal song® of Christendom’s Great Tradition

This theology of the Cross begins in a great refusal® and critique:
—the rejection of all theologies of glory (¢theologia Gloria) and the subsequent critique of all institutions and practices

Therefore a Theologian of the Cross rejects:

—any authority
which claims unequivocally to manifest the will of God through legislative, hierarchical, institutional, or coercive means
which claims to possess the endorsement of the Holy Spirit upon any human endeavor or decision— individual or corporate
which claims the imitation of Christ as justification for its actions

—all attempts to manifest the hidden character of the Christian life visibly through
the establishment of a superior moral life
the enactment of a righteous political agenda
the endorsement of a particular personal piety

—those institutions which
Identify themselves unequivocally with the true church of Christ
claim themselves to be a visible manifestation of the kingdom of God
invest in themselves and their legislative or bureaucratic hierarchies the right to define “holiness”

And a Theologian of the Cross embraces:
—the foolish authority
of preaching the Word of God as Law and Gospel
of forgiving sins unconditionally as Christ did from the cross
of suffering the will of God to be done unto one in the crosses of daily life and its callings
—the hiddenness of God (Deus absconditus/Deus revelatus)
within the ambiquity of creation
wherein the “unpreached God” works both weal and woe inexorably in all things
under the sign of the opposite, that is, the spectacle of Christ crucified and the experience of the Christian suffering in the world,
wherein the “preached God” is revealed
beneath the equivocal human emotions (the anfechtung) of faith and unbelief, trust and doubt, and hope and despair
wherein the presence of Christ and his faith is established by the Holy Spirit as a redeeming reality
—that ecclesial institution which
recognizes itself as established by the law and not as a creature of the Gospel
witnesses to the reality of this world where Christ's church co-exists indistinquishably with the Devil's chapel
makes no claim that its actions—other than proclaiming God's Word—are unequivocally the will of God

Thus, the substance (and glory) of the Christian life is to be humbled—to be crucified with Christ
—a being humbled such that
Jesus Christ cannot be used in service to the law, rather he brings the law to its end and holds it in its proper place
one lives under the SOLAs of the Wittenberg reformers: Christ Alone, Word Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Cross Alone—
with those meant categorically
one is a beggar who must receive life daily from the neighbor—not just life in this world but life in the kingdom to come as well

Daily, we must beg from the neighbor to share in the gifts of this creation by participating in our lawful vocational duties.
Daily we must beg the neighbor for a merciful word of Gospel so that we would have Christ and the new creation.
So, for the time being, we live as begqars—totally dependent on the neighbor to provide God's providence and to preach the gospel of Christ:
the terrible humility of having life only as it is given—never as we would claim— only as its given by the neighbor and by Christ.

* Douglas John Hall in “God and Human Suffering” & “The Cross in Our Context”

Christ Centered < Gospel Driven H Bible Teaching
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AUGSBURG PASTORS CONFERENCE

The Sixth Annual

Augsburg Pastor’s Conference

The Hammer of God

Delivering Christ categorically to break bound sinners
and set them free in Christ.

and forging
The Fellowship of the Cross

Featured Preachers include:

Dr. James Nestingen and Dr. Steven Paulson

October 11-12, 2010
The Old Sanctuary
410 Fourth Street

Brookings, SD

For more information contact:
Rev. Timothy J. Swenson
701-421-1108

preachermantim@gmail.com

Registration: $50.00

August 11, 2010

Dear Fellow Confessors of the Lutheran Tradition:

As we move into the dramatic reconfiguring of North American Lu-
theranism, many voices emerge from the restless milieu—each with
their point of view, each with unique strengths and weaknesses,
each striving for recognition and a seat at the table. Some have long
existed and sound with the throats of millions; others, still in their
infancy or even yet to be born sound with the tongues of mere hun-
dreds or thousands. Yet—as all of us seek to be recognized and
grow—the same temptation afflicts us: the temptation to trade the

cross for glory.

This, of course, is to be expected. Religion is a tough market-place. In
order to be viable, “church” institutions are driven to advertise their
achievements, promote membership benefits, and produce a prod-
uct attractive to the expectations of American religious consumers.
Our Lutheran congregations and their pastors exist in a religious free
trade environment where competition and survival is the name of
the game. Inundated by the spiritual culture of glory and its minis-
ters, our congregations and pastors risk seeing their confessional
identity washed away with an ever rising tide of religious triumphal-
ism. We risk trading our imperishable birthright (the cross) for a
perishable bowl of pottage (the glory road).

Join with us against this tide. As the Manifesto on the reverse de-
clares, we seek a fellowship—not an institution, organization, or
corporation—but a fellowship of sinners who know the depths of
their sin but who have heard the unconditional Word of forgiveness
in Christ and him crucified. Our only hope is to be sinners beneath
the cross. We have no achievements of which to boast, no member-
ship benefits to promote, and no products to offer but these: “the
punishments, crosses, and death [which] are the most precious treas-
ury of all and the most sacred relics which the Lord of this theology
himself has consecrated and blessed...” (LW 31:225f)

Consider the Manifesto and the Invitation. Respond as you are con-

victed.

Timothy J. Swenson
John H. Rasmussen
Julie Smith

—sinners all

Christ Centered < Gospel
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You Are

Invited
To the

Forging

Of a

Fellowship

of the
Cross

October 11 & 12

The Old Sanctuary
910 4th Street

Brookings, SD 57006

There, while submitting to the “hammer of God” —that
is, the preaching of his Word, we will take up such
things as:
—a statement of the group’s
purpose, mission, and/or vision
—a statement or definition of
a theologian of the cross
—the “qualities” of a “member” in relation to the group
regarding these aspects and others:
Authority
Institution
Visibility
Revelation
Hiddenness
Participation
Accountability

Please inquire or respond at:
www.whitemountaintheology.blogspot.com
(in the comments)

Or email

preachermantim@gmail.com

Or call

701-566-8128

October 11, 2010 — Monday

9:00 AM Registration
9:30 AM Welcome & Introduction
9:45 AM Devotions

10:00 AM Sermon #1—Rom. 5:18-21

THESIS 1. The law of God, the most salutary doctrine of
life, cannot advance man on his way to righteousness,
but rather hinders him.

10:30 AM Discussion

11:30 AM Societas Crucis: Manifesto
12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Sermon #2—John 8:31-36

THESIS 13. Free will, after the fall, exists in name only, and as long as it
does what it is able to do, it commits a mortal sin.

1:30 PM Discussion
2:30 AM Break
3:00 PM Sermon #3—Isaiah 45:15 (10-20)

and Exodus 33:17-23

THESIS 19. That person does not deserve to be called a
theologian who looks upon the invisible things of God
as though they were clearly perceptible in those things
which have actually happened [ Rom. 1:20 ].

THESIS 20. He deserves to be called a theologian, how-
ever, who comprehends the visible and manifest things
of God seen through suffering and the cross.

THESIS 21. A theologian of glory calls evil good and
good evil. A theologian of the cross calls the thing what
it actually is.

3:30 PM Discussion

4:30 PM Societas Crucis: Purpose/Function
5:00 PM Evening Worship

5:30 PM Dinner

After dinner we will gather for fellowship in
Room 101 of the Staurolite Inn.

\

5
=5
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October 12, 2010 — Tuesday

7:30 AM Breakfast at the Staurolite Inn

9:00 AM Morning Worship

9:15 AM Forging the Societas Crucis:
The Fellowship of the Cross

10:00 AM Sermon #4—2 Cor 2:4-3:6

and John 1:17-18

THESIS 26. The law says, “do this,” and it is never
done. Grace says, “believe in this,” and everything is
already done.

10:30 AM Discussion

11:30 AM Societas Crucis discussion
12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Sermon #5—Galatians 6:14-16

THEsIS 28. The love of God does not find, but creates,
that which is pleasing to it. The love of man comes
into being through that which is pleasing to it.

1:30 PM Discussion

2:30 AM Break

3:00 PM ILT

3:30 PM Societas Crucis discussion
4:45 PM Closing Worship

Augsburg Lutheran Churches is a fellowship of
churches, chapters, and confessors united by a

common confession of faith in Christ.
¢ CHRIST CENTERED
¢ GOSPEL DRIVEN
¢ BIBLE TEACHING
We exist to serve and support our fellow confessors

in our common mission to proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

—\3‘/
=5

AUGSBURG PASTOR’S CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION

Name(s):

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Home church:

(city/state)

Clergy: ___ Church Body

Registration: @ $50.00 $

Donation $

Check enclosed: #

Total Due: $

Please detach and mail your registration form with your check made out to:

AUGSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCHES
Georgia DeKoatz, Registrar
P.0. Box 12254
El Paso, TX 79913

A block of rooms is reserved at the Staurolite Inn —2515 E. 6th
Street, Brookings, SD 57006—for $49.00 per night. Please call
(605) 692-3111 or (800) 362-1516 to reserve a room.

Web: http://www.stauroliteinn.com/

Christ Centered < Gospel
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AUGSBURG LUTHERAN Q & A

Why was the Augsburg Lutheran
Churches (ALC) formed?

The ALC was formed on July 18, 2001, as
a Christ centered, Gospel driven, Bible
teaching lifeboat for confessional Luther-
ans.

What was the reason for the formation
of the ALC?

Confessional Lutherans formed the Word
Alone Network (WAN) in March 2000, fol-
lowing the adoption of Called to Common
Mission. The ALC and Lutheran Congre-
gations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) grew
out of WAN in response to calls for a con-
fessional church body for those who
could no longer remain in the ELCA.

Does the ALC ordain women?

Yes. The ALC believes that the call to
public ministry comes from God through
the external call of the congregation with-
out regard to gender, race, or ethnicity.

Why did the ALC join Lutheran CORE?

The ALC joined Lutheran CORE in affirma-
tion of its role as a confessing unity
movement for Lutherans regardless of
church body affiliation. Together with the
NALC and other non-church body groups,
the ALC looks forward to working to-
gether in mission under the Lutheran
CORE umbrella.

Christ Centered ¥ Gospel

What is distinctive about the ALC in rela-
tion to other Lutheran reform groups?

The distinctiveness of Augsburg lies in its
explicit affirmation of the five Lutheran
solas ( Christ alone —no other savior,
Cross alone—not glory, Grace alone—not
merit, Faith alone—not works, and Scrip-
ture alone—not tradition) and its under-
standing of the critical function of the
Gospel of the justification of the ungodly
in all matters of faith and life. Like Luther,
we understand the article of Justification
by Faith alone unequivocally as “the arti-
cle upon which the church stands or
falls.”

How will the ALC work in partnership
with Lutherans around the world?

The ALC looks forward to forging relation-
ships globally with other Lutherans
through its ties with Lutheran CORE and
NALC.

Is the ALC just another anti-ELCA church
body?

By no means! The ALC was formed as a
lifeboat for those who find themselves
adrift in the sea of established “Lutheran”
bodies moving away from traditional Lu-
theran biblical teaching. But more than
that, the ALC understands itself as a re-
newed Lutheran fellowship of churches,
chapters and confessors called to confess
Bible

Driven H Teaching
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the Gospel in its purity for the sake of
making disciples of all nations in accor-
dance with Christ’s command.

Has the ALC adopted Teaching State-
ments?

Yes. At its constituting convention, the
ALC adopted statements upholding the
Authority of Scripture, the Sanctity of
Marriage, and the Use of Biblical Lan-
guage for the Name of God. In addition,
the ALC also adopted two teaching docu-
ments: “Our Declaration” (a statement of
confessional principles), and “The Minis-
try of Word and Sacrament” (a statement
on the doctrine of ministry). All of our
Teaching statements were approved
unanimously at our annual convention
and ratified unanimously by our mem-
bers.

How does the ALC relate to the NALC
and LCMC?

The ALC desires to work in close partner-
ship with all confessional Lutheran bod-
ies. Recognizing the variety of worship
styles, polities, and interests within Lu-
theran congregations the ALC recognizes
dual or multiple membership among the
three church bodies. While LCMC is a
non-denominational association of con-
gregations, the NALC a more traditional
denominational church body, the ALC is a

Christ Centered ¥ Gospel

fellowship of churches (congregations),
chapters, and confessors.

Does the ALC have a Bishop?

No. The ALC is a non-episcopal and colle-
gial church body. Pastoral and theological
leadership is exercised through the Augs-
burg Pastor, administrative and opera-
tional leadership is exercised through the
Augsburg Executive Chair, and leadership
in financial resourcing and fiduciary ac-
countability is exercised through the
Augsburg Financial Chair. Disciplinary
matters are dealt with through a peer re-
view process in accordance with Matthew
18. The Annual Augsburg Convention is
its main legislative body, and the Augs-
burg Council serves as its board of direc-
tors.

Will the ALC have a large bureaucratic
structure and a large national headquar-
ters?

No. The ALC has been what some call a
“micro-denomination!” We are a small
Lutheran body that places its emphasis
on person to person relationships rather
than bureaus, commissions, and agen-
cies.

How does the ALC handle benevolence
giving?

Members are encouraged to give freely
as the Spirit moves them.

Driven H Bible Teaching
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

DICK SMITH

JuLy 6, 2010

Gaz2NB GKIyYy GKIFGz
knowing that suffering produces endurance;
endurance produces character; and character
produces hope; and hope does not disappoint
dza
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been
IAPSYy (2 dzZaédow2Yl ya
It seems that suffering, tragedies, deaths, especially un-
timely deaths, raise difficult questions. The earthquake
in Haiti was one such event with terrible destruction and
death. Another was the September 11, 2001 attack on
the twin towers in New York, the Pentagon in Washing-
ton, and a third failed attempt that involved the downing

reward that was basically acting against God and there-
fore evil. Very simple and direct: one can see God’s favor

5SS NB 224 ddfvorbdi pe?s&?WwﬁagﬁgpgeSsM%na az

Over against this, Jesus said to Pilate, “my kingship is
NOT OF THIS WORLD; If my kingship were of this world,

6501 das D2RQa 238 KIWHEEYeUq ek 3 Rient opiPs handegd Rupr

to the Jews; but my kingship is NOT FROM the

DY p\%oi_lp”(John 18:36. My emphasis). Martin Luther as-

serted that we know of God only that which he has re-
vealed of himself and is only in Jesus Christ. Christ is
God revealed to us. Luther used the Latin phrases: Deus
Absconditus (God hidden) and Deus Revelatus (God re-
vealed). Luther argued that we have NO business look-
ing into the face of the hidden God because we will
never see it correctly. In fact he warns against trying to

of a passenger plane in Pennsylvania. discern the hidden God for if we look we actu-
Mark Twain experienced the untimely death “MORE THAN | ajly look into the face of the DEVIL. In this sim-
of a young daughter whom he loved very ple statement Luther demolishes the Protestant
. THAT WE .
much. He was a self professed agnostic and Ethic.
was deeply wounded by this great tragedy. | REJOICE We are to look to that which God has revealed
think it was in the wake of this event that he to us and that is CHRIST JESUS. The one who
said, “When we remember that we are all IN OUR came to seek the sinner, to lay down his life for
mad, the mysteries disappear and life stands the sinner, to save the sinner, to take unto him-
explained.” SUFFERINGS!” self the sin of the sinner and give the sinner his
It is not at all uncommon, since the Fall of our righteousness and perfection, to unite the sin-

forebears in the Garden of Eden, to assume that suffer-
ing and the like comes as a kind of punishment from God
for sins we have committed.

The flip side of that is: good fortune means that God has
shown his favor upon us. This is the great Protestant
Ethic that dominated the thinking of the 19" century
America. The likes of Carnegie and Rockefeller justified
their great wealth on this principle. If you are God fear-
ing and work hard you will be amply rewarded. On the
other hand if you are not richly rewarded with material
advantage it means God is punishing you for being lazy
and irresponsible. Labor unions were often opposed
with the argument that if the workers worked hard God
would reward them. Unions were seen as a way to get

Christ Centered ¥ Gospel

ner with him in his crucifixion and death and burial; that
in his resurrection he becomes the new life in the sinner,
so that the sinner is a new creation in Christ.

This means that “we carry in our bodies the death of
Jesus while the life of Jesus is manifest in our mortal
bodies. For while we live we are always being given up
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh” (Il Cor. 4:10-11). “I die
daily!” Paul writes. “In deaths many,” (Il Cor. 11:23, the
Greek; not “often near death” as mistranslated in the
RSV and the NRSV). He writes. “As it is written, ‘For thy
sake we are being killed all the daylong; we are ac-
counted as sheep to be slaughtered” (Romans 8:36).
This is a profound expression of the suffering that is laid
Bible

Driven H Teaching
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upon us in our baptism. For there we die with Christ and
are given His life as our new Life. Everyday Luther as-
serts we are to be baptized: that is to remind ourselves
of our baptism, that we died in the waters and live no
more. We carry the death of Jesus in our bodies for the
life of Jesus is the life in us. WE die daily! Suffering then
is what is laid upon us because we have been crucified to
the world.

This is a far cry from where we started with the question
about tragedies and sufferings. It stands over against
the world and its judgment about people and events and
about its perception of God. It brings us back full circle
to the opening words above taken from Paul’s Letter to
the Romans, “MIORE THAN THAT we REJOICE in our SUF-
FERINGS...!"” Endurance, character, hope, “and hope will
NOT DISAPPOINT us because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.” No wonder Paul declared dramati-
cally in his final words to the Galatians, “GOD FORBID
that | should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ THROUGH WHOM (in the Greek; not “by which”
as mistranslated by the RSV and the NRSV) the world is
crucified to me and | to the world” (Galatians 6:14)!

©ORichard J. Smith

Dick Smith
Email: dicksmith9@bis.midco.net>
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by Brett Onan
W hen someone says “l have made a decision for Jesus,” he is forgetting that

he was called by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel. As Jesus clearly said:
“You did not choose Me but | chose you, and appointed you that you would go and
bear fruit, and that our fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father
in My name He may give to you” (John 15:16) God chose you, and gave you His
Holy Spirit to call you, enlighten you with His gifts, and sanctify you in true faith,

just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on
earth and keeps it united with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In America, we often run into people who have it all turned around. They
think they have done something to save themselves. But salvation is not about
what we do; it is all about what God has done for us in Christ on the cross, once
and for all. So when someone asks you, “What is the Holy Spirit doing here?” you
can answer: “The Holy Spirit is making faith alive in us—saving us by giving us His
gifts through the Gospel: His preached Word and His Sacraments.” And so it is,

that God comes to you this day through the folly of forgiven sinners who preach
His Word. Thanks be to God!
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